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Twentieth Anniversary Special Issue 
Newsletter #200 A Call To Resist Illegitimate Authority November, 1987 
Twenty Years of Resistance 
Now Is (Still) The Time • • • 
KATE CLOUD 
" Now is the time to resist." That 
is the final sentence of a Call to Resist 
Illegitimate Authority, issued in 1967 
in opposition to the war in Vietnam. In 
the Call, supporters of draft resistance 
publicly declared their intention to help 
anyone who refused to fight in Viet-
nam. Signing the Call was an act of 
civil disobedience. Paul Lauter was one 
of the originators of the Call: 
I have been involved in RESIST 
since-if I can say it this way-before 
it was born. The original Call to 
Resist Illegitimate Authority emerged 
from a number of parallel though 
more or less uncoordinated activi-
ties-mainly based on the efforts of 
French intellectuals to promote 
resistance to the Algerian war. One 
of these was initiated by some of us 
active in SOS-I remember Paul 
Booth suggesting that I go and talk 
with a guy named Chomsky (we did 
meet in Bickfords). Meanwhile 
another initiative was developed in 
Washington by people like Mark 
Raskin and Arthur Waskow at the 
Institute for Policy Studies and 
another in New York by Bob Zevin, 
Grace Paley and others. I can't 
remember the processes by which 
these came together, but in any case 
the New York people began an of-
fice, hired Herschel Kaminsky to 
staff it, and called a press conference 
Lo~ine Resister;.:, Frank Brodhead, Louis Kampf and Hans Koning 
consider grant requests at a recent Board neeting. Photo: RP 
at the Hilton to announce the Call. 
After that press conference, ill-
attended by the press, many of us met · 
to discuss development of activities-
"many" consisting of about 20 white 
men and Sondra Silverman, as I 
recall. 
The Call to Resist Illegitimate 
Authority which had soon been signed 
by some twenty-thousand people 
became the basis for the RESIST foun-
dation. Today, RESIST gives money to 
over a hundred political organizations 
and efforts each year, supporting a 
range of issues including anti-racist 
Twenty Years, continued on page two 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
This special issue in commemoration 
of RESIST's twentieth year funding 
social change was produced with the 
collaborative effort of the RESIST 
staff and Board. Warm thanks are due 
Board members Kate Cloud and Rox-
anna Pastor for hours wading through 
old newsletters, meeting minutes, 
reports from grantees and letters from 
friends and . supporters. The project 
was inspiring for all of us as we move 
forward towards another twenty or so 
years of envisioning the changes we 
hope to see and doing our part to make 
them happen. 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Twenty Years 
Continued from page One 
work, women's liberation, labor, gay 
and lesbian liberation, and Third 
World solidarity, as well as anti-war 
and anti-militarism initiatives. 
RESIST's 20th anniversary invites 
reflection: How did we get from there 
to here? What were some of the 
political struggles and social issues that 
contributed to RESIST's develop-
ment? What did/ does it feel like to be 
a Board member? We asked former 
and current RESISTers (staff and 
Board members) to write about their 
experiences with the organization. 
Their responses-anecdotal, visionary, 
critical, appreciative-offer an impres-
sionistic picture of some of the high-
lights (and low lights) of RESIST's 
first 20 years. 
As a Board member since 1981, I 
found the letters fascinating and often 
inspiring. While it is difficult to 
generalize about RESISTers, I was 
struck by some common threads in 
their comments-a sense of outrage at 
oppression, a willingness to take risks 
in defense of justice, a belief in 
people's responsibility and ability to 
change the world. The following ex-
cerpts contain important reminders of 
where we've been and intriguing glimp-
ses of our future. 
It Was Twenty Years Ago ... 
The late 60's were turbulent times at 
Southern Illinois University in Carbon-
dale, where I was an undergraduate. 
Opposition to the war in Vietnam 
generated teach-ins, rallies, mass 
demonstrations and civil disobedience. 
Eventually, martial law was declared 
on campus (no one could congregate in 
groups larger than three people!). I 
remember how strange it felt to walk 
past soldiers with loaded guns on my 
way to class. Finally the entire Univer-
sity was shut down for several months 
after ddrms inf used with pepper gas 
had become uninhabitable. Fledgling 
protesters like myself had little political 
analysis, but we were informed and 
empowered by our connection to a 
rapidly growing national movment. 
Meanwhile, early RESISTers were 
developing that national perspective as 
they worked to link and coordinate 
U.S. anti-draft efforts. Founding 
members remember the excitement of 
intense political activity as the network 
of resistance gained momentum. 
Twenty Years, continued on page seven 
Page Two 
Letters 
Not a Yes or No Question 
As readers of this special twentieth 
anniversary issue will see, RESIST has 
over the years received criticism, sug-
gestions, complaints and queries about 
whom we fund, what our politics really 
are, and who makes the decisions. 
We've been charged with anti-
Semitism because of our efforts to call 
attention to Middle East issues; we've 
lost pledges because of our pro-
abortion position; we've infuriated 
some because of our support for gay 
and lesbian liberation. A recent pledge 
form was accompanied by this ques-
tion: "Please tell me the truth: Are you 
a gay organization? A yes or no answer 
wil be sufficient. " Well, like many on 
the Left, yes and no answers don't 
come easy to us! RESIST staff member 
Nancy Wechsler wrote this response: 
Dear Pledge, 
I just saw your note asking us if 
RESIST is a gay organization. No, 
RESIST is not a gay organization. 
However, RESIST does support gay 
and lesbian liberation as well as 
feminism, and we try to articulate that 
support in our newsletter. RESIST's 
staff and board is a diverse group con-
sisting of gay people and heterosex-
uals, men and women, people of color 
and white people, working class and 
middle class. We come to RESIST hav-
ing worked with many different 
groups, on a wide range of issues. 
As you may remember from a 
previous pledge letter, RESIST set up 
six month priorities to guide us in our 
outreach to new groups. We chose 
areas of work that we felt were under-
represented in terms of who usually ap-
plies to us for funds . . . and of course 
we chose areas of work that we thought 
were political priorities. The last six 
months those priorities have been: the 
Middle East, Central America-speci-
fically those working around Hon-
duras and Guatemala, Sexual Politics 
-gay /lesbian liberation and reproduc-
tive rights, and anti-racist work-in-
cluding those working around Native 
American struggles. 
At our next Board meeting we will be 
reviewing these priorities and adopting 
priorities to guide us for the next six 
months. As you know, we fund many 
groups that fall outside of these 
Resist Newsletter 
priorities, and we fund many groups 
that are not working on any of these 
issues at all. However, we at RESIST 
see our role as encouraging groups to 
be multi-issue or at least gain an 
understanding of the ways in which all 
these struggles and issues are connect-
ed. That goes for gay/lesbian liberation 
as much as it goes for work around the 
Middle East or Central America. 
Our strong support for the October 
March on Washington comes at a 
critical time. One only needs to com-
pare how this country responded to 
Legionnaires Disease and to AIDS to 
see very clearly the role that 
homophobia (the fear and hatred of 
homosexuals) and racism still play in 
this country. 
I hope this clarifies our position. 
Please feel free to write back with your 
reactions. It's always good to know 
what our supporters think we should 
be doing. 
Faculty • Students • Staff 
Help Resist Grow! 
Ask Your Library to Subscribe 
to the 
Resist Newsletter 
(Library subs are $ 15 /year) 
Call or write for more details 
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Reader's Write 
What We've Done and 
What We Have Left to Do • • • 
ROXANNA PASTOR 
A you will notice from reading 
the lead article, we, the board members 
of RESIST, are people of different 
ages, cultures, ethnic, political and 
economic backgrounds. We come 
together every six weeks because we 
share a deep commitment-to provide 
a funding alternative to groups in the 
Left working for social change. 
Deciding which groups to give money 
is not an easy task. We are a small 
organization and we never have 
enough funds to satisfy the demands of 
all the groups that depend on us. 
Through the years RESIST has attemp-
ted to reach out to groups doing a 
variety of work in different parts of the 
country. But we have also had to set 
priorities and identify issues that we 
considered critical for the left to ad-
dress in the 1980s. 
The following quotes taken from our 
letters to you and your letters to us 
since the mid 1970s are an attempt to 
remind ourselves and you of some of 
the areas of the country we have 
covered, some of the issues we have ad-
dressed and the degree of impact that 
our small grants have had in the move-
ment for change. The areas and topics 
chosen are not representative of all the 
work we have done and have left to do. 
They do, however, represent some im-
portant and controversial issues for 
RESIST and for the Left in this coun-
try. 
Anti-Draft and Anti-Nuclear Work 
In the mid 1970s RESIST concen-
trated on anti-war work. The fallowing 
excerpts (from our letters to pledges, 
reports from grantees, and readers) 
reflect not only the kinds of groups we 
were funding but the activist nature of 
the RESIST staff. Today, twelve years 
later, there are some of us who see the 
future of RESIST as a return to that 
activist type of organization. 
tn.00 
1976 ... 
Quite a bit of energy over the last 
month has gone into the defense of the 
Washington 11-the eleven demonstra-
tors who were convicted of "unlawful-
ly entering" the White House lawn to 
display a banner reading, "No Nuclear 
Weapons, No Nuclear Power, US or 
USSR." 
1981 ... 
RESIST's grant to the Feminist 
Union in New Haven was to support 
local organizing around the successful 
Mother's Day Action in D.C. at which 
over 1000 women and children spent 
two days demonstrating and lobbying 
for a nuclear weapons freeze. 
1983 ... 
Several months ago RESIST gave a 
$500 grant to Nuclear Free Cambridge, 
a project that seeks , a binding referen-
dum that would ban nuclear weapons 
production and research in Cambridge 
where some 65 military contractors are 
currently operating. 
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1977 ... 
Last month RESIST supported 
AMEX/CANADA, which has provid-
ed key leadership to US war resisters in 
exile for years, and continues to play a 
major role in the movement for univer-
sal and unconditional amnesty. 
1979 ... 
The RESIST office has been a bee-
hive of activity, overrun by volunteers 
from the Boston Alliance Against 
Registration and the Draft. Our energy 
and resources are being strained to the 
limit-but it is a good feeling. One of 
the most gratifying pieces of recent 
news was the defeat of the attempt to 
revive registration for the draft. 
RESIST gave small grants to several of 
the dozens of organizations which 
sprang up to oppose the return of the 
draft. 
1980 ... 
In less than two weeks draft registra-
tion will begin ... The return of the 
continued on page four 
Page Three 
What We've Done 
Continued from page Three 
dran is both a danger to peace and an 
opportunity for peace education. We 
are now at a point where it is possible 
for large numbers of citizens to oppose 
the renewed escalation of the Cold 
War: the draft necessarily involves 
citizen cooperation, while our wasteful 
and dangerous arms programs, for ex-
ample, require only passive ac-
quiesence, paying taxes, etc. 
1981 ... 
The latest news is that on June 25th 
the Supreme Court upheld the all male 
draft. A recent grant went to Venice/ 
Santa Monica Draft Resistance formed 
in 1980 to provide draft counseling. 
One of their more recent projects is a 
Veterans panel of six veterans, one 
Puerto Rican, one Chicano, two Black, 
and two white working class. The 
panelists speak at high schools about 
their experiences in Vietnam and the 
need to oppose militarism now. 
1976 ... 
International Women's Day remind-
ed all of us once again of the need for 
solidarity with women, young and old, 
who are struggling to free themselves 
and all people from sexual, economic, 
racial and political repression. One 
particular aspect of this solidarity must 
include our continued support for 
women who remain in prison or as 
prisoners of the courts due to the in-
stitutionalized racism and sexism in 
this country. 
1977 ... 
because you do not like their position 
on another issue establishes a hierarchy 
of importance: abortion is more im-
portant than ending U.S. intervention 
in El Salvador. . . . These are choices 
which I am not prepared to make ... 
1983 ... 
No, I will not support RESIST! You 
support abortion! . . . Please keep in 
mind that some people who are on left-
wing mailing lists are not baby 
killers ... 
1984 ... 
The celebration of International A grant from RESIST helped the 
Women's Day reminds us again of the orgamzmg efforts of the American 
importance of building solidarity with Civil Liberties Union of Arkansas, 
women's struggles all over the world. representing the Arkansas Women's 
This month RESIST supported the Na- Political Caucus to take out of the 
tional Coordinating Center in Solidari- ballot the "Un-born Child" amend-
ty with Chile, which is arranging a tour ment which would have prohibited the 
of the U.S. for a delegation of four use of State funds, directly or indirect-
Chilean women who will speak directly ly, to pay for abortions except for the 
to U.S. women about the situation of purpose of saving the life of a pregnant 
1982 . . . Chilean women and their families since woman. 
One hundred and sixty cases for the coup. ~ 
draft prosecution have been ref erred to 1985 . . . 
the Justice Department by the Selective ! ~ The grant from RESIST was used to 
Service. In light of these developments DO~ ~ I L successfully publish the first issue of 
RESIST is continuing its support of Between Our Selves-the first national 
draft resistance and anti-draft work. • • Third World Women's newspaper in 
We recently granted money to "Stop !OWA PEACE NEmT WOeRKn r1s1ng the U.S. that speaks to different 
the Pentagon/Save the People", a na- WO women of color about their concerns. 
tional clearinghouse for anti-militarism • s"ance 
activists working on issues such as •,n res, 11. RESIST's support acknowledges the 
military recruitment and enlistment valuable work that New York Women 
and the poverty draft. Against Rape has done over the years. 
Women and Reproductive Rights 
Our support for groups fighting for 
women and reproductive rights has 
been constant. As our vision has ex-
panded we have funded groups that ad-
dressed the needs of women of dif-
ferent ages, cultures and lifestyles. The 
abortion issue has and continues to be 
a controversial one among the groups 
that seek our funding. In the last two 
years we have felt more strongly than 
ever that all groups (multiple or single 
issue) must support a woman's right to 
choose. We have, however, also under-
stood the important role that certain 
organizations-that are not against 
abortion rights but have not taken a 
formal stand-play in their com-
munities and have continued to fund 
their projects and at the same time en-
couraged them to take a stand. 
PQ.ge Four 
1980 . . . In addition, your support affirms the 
This year RESIST helped "9 to 5" need for women of color to coalesce 
by helping to send a delegation of 21 both with white women and among 
women to the Summer School con- ourselves to end the violence against 
ference in Philadelphia where the us. 
political education of working women 
was further advanced. "9 to 5", 
originally composed of ten Boston 
secretaries, now has a membership of 
over 700 women and a string of legal 
victories to its credit. For seven years 
''9 to 5'' has been fighting corporate 
patriarchy and . discrimination in the 
workplace. 
1982 ... 
Since I am sending a modest con-
tribution, I thought I would take this 
opportunity to comment on your re-
cent articles on exclusion of Catholic 
anti-abortionists in progressive coali-
tions .... A coalition derives its 
strength from its ability to unite 
disparate forces around a common 
goal. Excluding groups on one issue 
Resist Newsletter 
1987 ... 
I am incarcerated in the Tennessee 
Prison for Women. So many of the 
women here blindly accept their fate as 
prisoners .... One of my goals for us-
ing my time productively is to open 
some eyes .... I would love to receive 
your newsletter regularly and share it 
with the others. continued 
November, 1987 
What We've Done 
The Caribbean and Central America 
The Caribbean and Central America 
have through the years experienced the 
impact of imperialist U.S. foreign 
policy. At RESIST we have seen it as 
our duty to inform the people in this 
country of what the U.S. government 
is doing and also of what the people in 
those countires are doing on a daily 
basis to survive these aggressions from 
the U.S. 
1976 ... 
This month the confrontation be-
tween the Puerto Rican independence 
movement and colonial U.S. govern-
ment will be a focus of international at-
tention at the United Nations. Our 
grant this month will go toward 
publication of the September issue of 
Puerto Rico Libre!, which is one of the 
only sources of information on Puerto 
Rico and the independence movement 
that is widely available in this country 
in English. 
1983 . .. 
The very detailed feature article on 
Guatemala was most essential. This 
issue should be mailed to every con-
gressman, every senator. 
1984 ... 
At the last board meeting RESIST 
decided to give a grant to the Black 
Veterans for Social Justice. . . . In the 
last couple of years more and more 
veterans groups have been organized to 
prevent U.S. military involvement in 
Central America. 
1986 ... 
With all the bad news you read in the 
papers these days, I thought I would 
pass along some upbeat news I read in 
the Honduras Information Center Up-
date: over 100,000 Hondurans demon-
strated on May 1st. They were demand-
ing the expulsion of U.S. troops and 
Contra forces, respect for human 
rights, more social programs and 
reforms to the Labor Code. 
t\c.e ~ y.e'I,\'I,\~ 
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Lesbian and Gay Liberation 
It seems impossible that just six 
years ago RESIST had not funded a 
lesbian or gay organization. The first 
excerpt of this section reveals not only 
that but the passive outreach strategies 
used by the organization. In the past 
three years we have established priority 
issues and carried out outreach cam-
paigns to find those groups which are 
doing the work we want to support. 
Another excerpt in this section ex-
poses the ongoing controversy in the 
Left over gay and lesbian liberation 
struggles. We at RESIST believe 
fighting homophobia is as important as 
liberation from other oppressive 
forces. As with the abortion issue, we 
have chosen to make groups that seek 
our funding aware of our position and 
have challenged them to take a stand. 
1981 ... 
We received your criticism which 
observed that our grants for 1980 did 
not include any for gay or lesbian 
organizations. The reason for this is 
1987 ... 
RESIST broke tradition at its last 
board meeting by deciding to endorse 
the October 9-13 actions in Wash-
ington for Gay /Lesbian Rights. In 
general RESIST does not endorse 
demonstrations, but we felt it was im-
portant for us, at this time, as a Left 
group, to show our support in a strong 
way for the issues raised by this 
organizing effort. 
Middle East 
Our efforts to provide space for 
discussions on the Middle East has 
generated considerable controversy. 
We hope the dialogue will encourage 
all of us to expand our political under-
standing of the issues in the region. 
1987 ... 
I do not question the lamentable 
conditions of the Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza, and I am sure 
Israel has been brutal on occasion. I do 
think, however, that your one-sided 
presentation is close to shameless, just 
another Israel-bashing so popular on 
the left. 
1987 ... 
You provide excellent information 
on the Middle East which I would like 
to share with my conservative Jewish 
cousins who have not, as of yet, come 
to understand the plight of Palestinian 
people. 
;~~~;~:~:~;~~::;~~~~~:::;:;: i~; ~~~(; 
Gay rights. The Left has to do more 
than tolerate. We have to accept their 
rights as we accept rights for Blacks, 
women, Native Ameican, Latinos, etc. 
1984 ... 
I was giving you folks a couple bucks 
a month when I was 16, almost 20 
years ago. I'm glad you're still here. 
I'm glad that I can continue to support 
you as a lesbian feminist. 
1986 ... 
I am really sorry you all did not hold 
out for your original reply to them (gay 
and lesbian groups), that there-were so 
many other demands for your financial 
aid that seemed more pressing but ap-
parently they persisted and you 
weakened. 
Resist Newsletter 
Disability Rights 
An area where we have done very lit-
tle and have very far to go is disability 
rights. It is time for RESIST to take a 
more aggressive stand on this issue and 
find ways of supporting the rights of 
differently abled people. An idea that 
came up as I wrote this article was to 
assign a certain amount of money-
equivalent to an average grant-per 
board meeting-to pay for the sign 
language interpretation of a talk, or 
the trans/ erence of an article into tape. 
This money could be available to 
groups around the country that seek 
funding for this type of service. 
continued on page six 
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Continued from page five 
1983 . .. 
As I looked over the information 
you provided about the significant 
struggles your money was used to ad-
vance I noticed that no groups work-
ing f ~r civil rights for people w~th 
disabilities appeared .... People with 
disabilities comprise over thirty-six 
million citizens in this nation and yet 
have been virtually ignored by the Left . 
When considered at all, it is usually 
assumed only that such people need 
more services and should be taken care 
of while in fact, what disabled people 
w~nt is less care-taking and more rights 
to education, employment, housing, 
transportation, and even the vote-
which many are often denied. 
1985 .. . 
I am enclosing our accounting of 
your generous contribution to our na-
tional action in Los Angeles. Over 250 
severely disabled, low income people 
from around the country attended the 
protest and picketing of the _conventio!1 
of the American Pubhc Transit 
Association which has a long standing 
policy of overtly _wor~ing_ ~~ainst !he 
right of citizens with disabihtles to nde 
the public transit systems .... Our na-
tional coalition, American Disabled 
for Accessible Public Transit 
(ADAPT) has sworn to meet them and 
harass them at every major gathering 
until they relent. 
Making a Difference 
Among our files we found many let-
ters from you our readers that remind-
ed us that RESIST does make a dif-
ference. This last section is a reminder 
of the importance of the existence of 
organizations like RESIST. 
1980 ... 
I want this contribution to RESIST 
to be my first political act on this eve of 
Reagan's victory. I'm sure you'll need 
it. Fight fiercely. 
1982 ... 
RESIST might be one starting point 
for an effort to form at least the 
framework for a national coalition of 
like-minded organizations with a view 
to strengthening the peace movement 
and bringing about essential changes in 
social, economic, and politica] 
priorities. 
Page Six 
2257 Makanani Drive 
1983 ... 
RESIST is like a mutual fund in that 
it enables you or me to participate in a 
small way in a large number of enter-
prises. 
1984 . .. 
In the welter of pre-holiday requests 
for donations yours stood out in its 
forthrightness and breadth. I was par-
ticularly pleased to see the integration 
of peace, solidarity, feminist , an_d les-
bian and gay issues in your ch01ce of 
grants. 
1985 ... 
I work in a health organization that 
is partly funded by United Way, and 
just this week I was asked to allow 
them to deduct from my already paltry 
paycheck. I agreed, but with mixed 
feelings . I thought "if only there were 
a United Way for Leftists ... a group 
I would be proud and unambivalent to 
give to ... " and here you are!!! 
As we reflect over our work in the 
last twenty years we wonder where we 
are going next? What other issues 
should we support and how? Should 
we remain a funding organization only 
or should we go back to the more 
Resist Newsletter 
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activist-type of group that RESIST was 
in the early years? We would lik~ to 
hear your comments and suggestwns 
about what we have done and all we 
have left to do! • 
Roxanna Pastor is a native Hondoran 
who directs the Honduras Information 
Center in Boston and is a member of 
the RESIST Board. 
1968: The Year of Hope is the title 
of a soon to be published memoir by 
longtime RESIST Board member 
Hans Koning. The book is a very 
readable personal and historical ac-
count of the people and politics that 
spawned RESIST and many oth~r 
movement groups in the U.S. and m 
other parts of the world. Unf or-
tunately we didn't receive a draft of 
the book in time to include excerpts 
in this issue but we encourage 
readers to watch for it. The 
publisher is W. W. Norton and 
Company. 
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I've been involved with RESIST 
from the beginning. I helped circulate 
the Call, and badgered people to sign 
it, during 1967. It's hard to 
remember why I wanted to be in-
volved. It really involved my whole 
history of political activism, which 
dates back to my high school years. 
In 1967 my students (some of them) 
began to resist the draft. How was I 
to support them? Signing a statement 
of support seemed like an obvious 
... and minimal-thing to do. When 
people decided to form an organiza-
tion out of the list of signers of the 
Call, I became involved in the organi-
zational work, and somehow wound 
up as associate national director (that 
was my formal title) of RESIST. I 
probably wound up doing that job 
because of my capacity to go without 
sleep. The work was exciting, since 
we all felt part of something much 
larger, of a movement that was grow-
ing. When the Boston Five (Spock, 
Goodman, Ferber, Raskin, Coffin) 
were indicted, I felt myself to be at 
the center of a world-historical event: 
the feds were actually worried about 
us. The office was swamped with 
mail, phone calls, donations, visitors. 
I went for a week with almost no 
sleep. Oddly it was no strain: the 
adrenalin was flowing that strong. 
Miraculously, the office-staff and 
volunteers-did what it had to do. 
-Louis Kampf 
I was a West coast co-chair of the 
National Committee Against the War 
in Vietnam, the so-called 'MOBE' if 
my memory of terminology is cor-
rect, and hence had been organizing 
for and planned to participate in the 
Pentagon demonstration. Also, as 
part of the draft resistance movement 
(an organizer and supporter rather 
than a participator, for I was too old 
to have registered for the postwar 
draft), I was given the privilege and 
honor of bringing the bundle of draft 
cards from the Southern California 
area to the Justice Department ac-
tion. . . . My interest in joining 
RESIST, other than that of the op-
portunity to develop friendships with 
East Coast persons with similar 
politics, was to further a closer rela-
tionship between East and West Coast 
draft resistance activities, as I was at-
tempting to do in the MOBE with 
respect to its actions against U.S. 
military intervention in Southeast 
Asia .... 
-Donald Kalish 
#200 
Controversy over political strategy 
almost immediately began to shift the 
direction of RESIST's focus toward a 
broader agenda. 
The chief issues that drew me, and 
I think most of us then, were draft 
resistance and opposition to the war 
in Vietnam. However, these concerns 
radiated outward very quickly as we 
came to understand more fully the 
relation between the injustices of that 
war and the social, racial and. 
economic oppression throughout the 
U.S. Movement groups were spring-
ing up everywhere, and we learned 
from them, as they applied to 
RESIST for funding, just how pro-
found and widespread the inequities 
were and how they were linked. 
-Hilde Hein 
The major issue for RESIST in 
those first years was whether it 
should restrict itself to draft resisters. 
Many of us felt that draft resistance 
and other forms of civil disobedience 
had to be part of a larger spectrum of 
political activities. Not surprisingly, 
some groups of draft resisters de-
nounced us as sellouts, and demand-
ed that all donations should be turn-
ed over to them. At times the rhetoric 
got pretty ugly, though in retrospect 
it seems farcical. In late 1967 (maybe 
early 1968) we held a board meeting 
at Paul Lauter's mother's apartment 
in NYC. A group of draft resistance 
leaders decided to pay us a visit, and . 
spent an hour ritually baiting us. 
After they got their rocks off, 
(machismo was, alas, part of the 
draft resistance scene), we settled 
down to a reasonable discussion. I'm 
a bit proud that most of us did not 
succumb to emotional blackmail, and 
insisted on policies that made 
political sense. We began to make the 
connections between various 
issues .... 
-Louis Kampf 
Paul Lauter has a slightly different 
image of that meeting: 
Anyway, the first real "steering 
committee" (or whatever we called it) 
meeting took place during those 
Washington actions, and it became 
immediately clear that there were dif-
ferent conceptions of what it might 
mean to "support" resistance. For 
some it meant direct actions like the 
card turn-in and collecting money for 
groups of The Resistance. For others 
(a larger group) it meant organizing 
"adult supporters" around the Call 
and helping fund organizing projects 
committed to fundamental social 
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change. And there were a few, like 
Grace, who did all of that. The first 
real struggle in RESIST, then-like 
most since-involved where the 
money should go: symbolically, to 
the New England Resistance or to the 
Boston Draft Resistance Group. 
There was money fairly early on, 
thanks to Bob Zevin's invention of 
the pledge system and the increasing 
circulation of the Call. As I recall it, 
that first issue was resolved at a 
meeting at my mother's apartment, 
to which we had invited represen-
tatives of The Resistance. They came 
to agree that the applications from 
groups based in black and working-
class communities did indeed take 
priority. 
On Elitism 
In discussing the original Call, 
Robert Zevin writes: 
The whole idea, like its French in-
spiration, was obviously elitist. There 
was a much stronger sense than there 
had been in the 1950's or early 1960's 
that ideas were important and 
especially that leading intellectuals 
were important .... 
''Elitism'' emerged as a theme in the 
writings of several contributors to this 
piece. Current staffer Nancy Moniz 
remembers: 
I first heard of RESIST about 18 
or so years ago when I was active in 
the anti-Vietnam War movement in 
Boston: a group of "heavies" who 
were open to supplying funds to 
groups (such as the Beacon Hill 
Peace group) for small things like 
typewriters .... 
Hilde Hein writes about the early struc-
ture of RESIST and the struggle to be 
clear about issues of power and deci-
sion-making. 
The structure of RESIST at that 
time was hierarchical and regional, 
not unlike a graduate academic 
department. There was a central 
body of decision makers, a group of 
volunteer management-level workers 
who were given responsibility for cor-
responding with the regional groups 
that we funded, and a small unpaid 
staff of office workers, supervised by 
Helen - McCormick, a remarkable 
woman of tremendous energy, skill 
and dedication who worked for next 
to nothing and maintained the sanity 
and spirit of the operation. 
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The middle group was constituted 
mostly of low level academics, like 
myself, many of us recruited to serve 
by our more advanced colleagues on 
the steering committee. It was hardly 
a democratic structure, but most of 
us lacked the political sophistication 
to be critical of it, and since we both 
admired our senior fellows and 
shared their primary goals, we did 
not complain about the inequalities 
of our status. They were the people 
with name recognition on the letter-
head who made our mission 
possible .... 
As everyone's political conscious-
ness grew, dissatisfaction with the 
hierarchical structure of RESIST 
itself became inevitable .... 
Eventually the bureaucratic struc-
ture of RESIST did change. We 
dropped the explicit stratification, 
and the Board was expanded to in-
clude the proletariat. . . . 
-Hilde Hein 
Madge Kaplan, one of two staffper-
sons at the office in the mid-70's, in-
dicates that elitist structure and prac-
tice was still an issue some years later. 
The RESIST Board was very male 
dominated and very dominated by 
academics who had been active in the 
anti-war movement, but who, apart 
from their involvement with 
RESIST, hadn't remained that 
politically active. Sometimes the 
"elitist" nature of discussions was a 
sore point at meetings, especially dur-
ing the tenure of one staff person who 
was from a working class background 
and hadn't gone to college at the 
time. She often protested the use of 
certain terms and concepts or ref-
erences that weren't all that accessi-
ble to her (or to me either). 
At some Board meetings, in the early 
80's, there were only one or two of us 
present who were not involved in col-
lege or graduate level teaching. I found 
that intimidating at times. Since then, 
especially in the past several years, the 
composition of the Board has changed 
dramatically, resulting in a much 
greater variety of political experience 
and perspective. Still, I expect that 
RESIST will always have to struggle 
with some form of elitism or another. 
It's not always easy to make the 
distinction between elevating certain 
personalities or groups to undue im-
portance or power and recognizing and 
celebrating political leadership, vision 
and courage. 
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RESIST Meets the Women's 
Movement, Like "A Ton of Bricks" 
As the U.S. Women's Liberation 
Movement was gaining strength in the 
70's, RESIST was confronted with 
feminist challenges in a number of 
areas. In a 1984 interview (RESIST, 
#166), Grace Paley spoke about a pain-
ful period of feminist consciousness-
raising within the organization: 
But when several women left 
RESIST, I didn't do that, I didn't 
think we should all leave. At the time 
I thought we should (we women) 
have gotten together and decided in 
some common way who should re-
main-who should go. It seemed im-
portant for feminists to continue to 
work inside groups like RESIST that 
were offering support and funding to 
women .... 
-RESIST, #166 
One controversial issue involving the 
interaction of the personal and 
political focused on the funding of 
feminist "service" projects. 
I was responsible for women's 
groups as they sprang up and pro-
liferated all over the country. 
This assignment again provided me 
with important personal and political 
resources in a manner that took 
pressure off of establishment agen-
cies that should be providing the ser-
vices that we were performing. I did 
not disagree in principle, but I trusted 
that political consciousness would 
come out of women's collective ex-
perience and the discovery of its 
sources. I believed that the immediate 
need required unmediated 
reaction .... 
-Hilde Hein 
Proposals for women's groups 
were invariably scrutinized more 
than proposals from other groups. 
Some of us complained that women's 
projects were asked to meet certain 
'organizing' criteria that 0th.er 
groups weren't. The reason most 
often cited for refusing to fund cer-
tain feminist projects was that they 
were t_oo 'servicey'. For example, the 
very first battered women's shelter in 
the Boston area-Transition House 
(then operating out of someone's 
home)-was turned down several 
times before it finally got a small 
grant. Women's health projects also 
had a similar problem. I felt then and 
now, it indicated a real failure on the 
part of the board to appreciate or 
understand the politics of organizing 
around personal life .... 
-Madge Kaplan 
lessons, as I learned to fight my ... The women's issue, of course 
friends and to struggle to be heard hit us like a ton of bricks right withi~ 
even by them. One issue that was the organization. What we found 
never resolved was the distinction ourselves having to do was come out 
between service-which in the case of with new versions of the ''Call to Re-
abortion clinics and battered sist Illegitimate Authority": enlarging 
women's shelters must be swift and our purposes and taking in the new 
personal-and political radicaliza- issues as they became prominent in 
tion. My fellows were inclined to the movement-whether it was issues 
disapprove of aid that did not have relating to racism, sexism or homo-
deliberate and evident political phobia and so on .... 
and/or educational consequences. -Louis Kampf 
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On Diversity 
The struggle for diversity-Board 
representation that better reflects the 
world we want-forces us to look at 
our prejudices and fears. One of my 
most important RESIST experiences 
was serving on a Board outreach com-
mittee in 1984. Our interview with a 
disabled person vividly raised the com-
plexities of physical access. (The 
RESIST office is not wheelchair ac-
cessible; neither are most of our 
meeting places.) It's an issue that 
RESIST continues to address. 
As the following selections 
demonstrate, the RESIST Board has 
expanded and diversified in significant 
ways-not without some serious soul-
searching, still in process. 
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When I was first invited to be on 
the board, about five years back, 
RESIST was actively recruiting 
feminists to help generate contacts 
with women's movement groups and 
to bring a shift of perspective to the 
board. Now at most board meetings, 
we are mostly women, and many of 
us are lesbians. This has helped 
clarify what sorts of groups we want 
to support (and it makes the meetings 
a lot of fun! ... at least for me). 
-Pam Chamberlain 
... When ... we hired Ken Tang-
vik in 1983, Ken and I really started 
talking about the problem of our all-
white board and started to work on 
getting the board to recruit people of 
color. I think this was the most 
frustrating of all the work I took on 
at RESIST because there was a great 
deal of resistance to the idea of diver-
sifying the board. After two years , or 
thereabouts, of working on this issue, 
still no committee was formed and we 
had recruited one person, a 
Salvadoran man. I was really 
frustrated and surprised by the level 
of racism that persisted among some 
members of the board. 
I think this has changed in the past 
two years by the very fact that we 
finally have recruited people of color 
to the board. . . . 
Now to start working on class di-
versity and ableism .. .. 
-Meredith Smith 
In 1983, I had been transferred to 
Boston to help develop work in 
solidarity with El Salvador. That's 
how I met Ken Tangvik who recom-
mended me to the RESIST Board. 
Although in El Salvador we had and 
continue to struggle over sexist 
issues, my involvement with RESIST 
broadened my consciousness not only 
on sexism but also on issues of 
homophobia and racism. Never-
theless, living in this society has also 
made me look closer at the issue of 
racism particularly since it hits me 
every day on a personal level. 
-Rene Valle 
Organizational Development 
Being an active Board member of 
RESIST is a commitment of time and 
energy. We read 25-35 funding pro-
posals in preparation for each Board 
meeting, which occur every 4-6 weeks. 
The meetings, usually on Sundays, last 
6-7 hours. In addition to proposal 
review, the agendas include office 
business, comittee reports and loan re-
quests. 
When I first joined the Board, I 
found the decision-making process 
very confusing. We discussed pro-
posals in the order that they were 
received in the office. We'd go over a 
labor proposal, then one on nuclear 
issues, then one on Central American 
solidarity, then another labor-oriented 
issue, etc. Invariably, someone would 
say at some point, "Wait a minute. 
Isn't this proposal very similar to that 
other group we funded ( or rejected) a 
while ago?" Then we'd all thumb back 
through the pages on our laps, trying 
to find the previous proposal in order 
to compare the two. This unwieldy 
procedure was finally eliminated when 
Paul Lauter suggested grouping the 
proposals in terms of their political 
issues. That'simple change made a big 
difference in our efficiency. 
RESIST staff are often the first to 
bring up helpful organizational (and 
political) ideas. At RESIST, staff have 
a special role. As Board members, they 
share responsibility for decision-
making. As office workers, they are 
responsible for outreach, funding ap-
peals, grant coordination and all the 
endless everyday details of staffing a 
dynamic political foundation. They are 
especially sensitive to the impact ·of 
shifts and changes within the organiza-
tion. 
In those days, there were only a 
few hundred pledges . . . there 
wasn't a lot of money to give away. 
There was no computer until the era 
of Frank Brodhead. 
-Madge Kaplan (mid-'70s) 
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. . . Another positive change is 
RESIST's financial status-which in-
creased about three-fold in 4 years. 
This really changed our funding 
capacity and allowed us to offer a liv-
ing wage and better benefits to staff 
people. ( We now have over 550 
"pledges" who contribute regularly.) 
-Meredith Smith (staff, '80s) 
When I joined RESIST, a good 
portion of proposals we received 
were from New England and the Bay 
Area as well as many proposals from 
Central America solidarity groups. 
Over the past two years, that has 
changed into a better balance both as 
far as issues and geography. Part of 
that might have to do with the staff's 
outreach efforts and also with the 
gradual development process of the 
movement itself .... 
Organizationally, RESIST has 
"tightened up" over the years I've 
worked here. We seem to have and 
are still striving for much more broad 
representation of the movement in 
our board members. RESIST has ini-
tiated new processes such as a formal 
application form for potential 
grantees. 
Through a year-long process in-
volving board and staff input, we 
now have a form that requires groups 
to put their politics on the line. Prob-
ably not definitive yet but getting 
there. We've also initiated a "six-
month priority issues'' criteria for 
funding. 
-Nancy Moniz (current staff) 
Continuity Amid Change 
RESIST's contacts with grassroots 
groups throughout the country inspire 
a sense of solidarity in our resistance to 
oppression. They also bring frequent 
reminders of how far we are from the 
social changes we seek. 
... An anti-militarist group can't 
be sexist in its literature and get 
money from us, just as peace groups 
that don't deal with the Middle East 
get an explanation with their rejec-
tion letter. But I wonder what kind of 
an impact we really are having, main-
taining our principled stances and 
having to keep a maximum limit of 
$600 on any grant. Since most of my 
work with RESIST is on paper, 
reviewing 30 or so grants a meeting, 
it's hard to get a handle on who we 
really help. Sometimes it's discourag-
ing to see how much more work 
needs to be done in making the con-
nections between the issues. Are we 
really helping this to happen? 
Twenty Years, continued 
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Twenty Years of Resistance 
On the other hand, I've been wear-
ing my beautiful new RESIST T-shirt 
around lately. It's a good conversa-
tion piece. More often than I'd ex-
pect, others are the ones to bring up 
talking about RESIST. It's a nice sur-
prise. And when I remember the 
grants RESIST gave to groups I have 
worked with, I am reminded we were 
glad to get anything, and the support 
we received extended far beyond just 
the financial kind. It's a tribute to the 
contributors, especially the pledges, 
that we can continue to provide this 
kind of support. 
-Pam Chamberlin 
Twenty unbroken years of funding 
the political efforts of hard-working 
activists-RESIST has continued in the 
midst of internal and external change, 
through two decades of progressive 
movement. 
In the mid-70's, there was almost a 
feeling that RESIST was anachron-
istic and wouldn't make it into the 
future. The fact that it has, and has 
evolved in so many respects is I think 
something to applaud (even with all 
my past criticisms)." 
-Madge Kaplan 
The Resist Pledge System 
The most important source of Resist' s 
income is monthly pledges. Pledges 
help us plan ahead by guaranteeing us 
a minimum monthly income. In turn, 
pledges receive a monthly reminder let-
ter (in addition to the newsletter) which 
contains news of recent grants and 
other Resist activities. So take the I 
plunge and become a Resist pledge! t 
t 
Yes, I would like to pledge$ ___ 1• 
monthly to the work of Resist. 
t 
• t 
t I Name _____________ , 
I Address -----------1 : . 
: City _____ State __ Zip __ I 
t I 
' t 
t ---------------· I __________________________ J 
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. . . RESIST has broadened my 
horizons in many ways: by par-
ticipating in the other side of the 
funding process, as a board member 
and as grants coordinator; by the na-
tional scope of RESIST's work and 
the full spectrum of issues, organiza-
tions, and activists with whom I am 
in contact; by learning so much more 
of not only the issues being worked 
on around the country but also of the 
many organizations working on these 
issues which not many have the op-
portunity to observe. All of these I 
had originally hoped for when I ap-
plied to RESIST. I consider myself 
being in a constant process of 
maturation politically and RESIST 
has certainly been part of that pro-
cess. 
-Nancy Moniz 
What's Next? 
What's next for RESIST? As our 
contributors have suggested, RESIST 
must continue to move toward greater 
diversity, especially in the areas of 
race, class and physical disability. 
Some of the other issues and tensions 
raised in these pages remain unre-
solved, for example, questions about 
the political significance of certain 
service-oriented projects. The degree to 
which RESIST participates in political 
work outside our role as funding 
source is another open question. One 
thing is clear-as long as RESIST con-
tinues to challenge illegitimate authori-
ty, oppression and injustice, we will ex-
perience further challenges and 
changes within the organization. 
I want to suggest that the key to 
RESIST's success has been that the 
center of political gravity in the 
board has been close to that of the 
constituency from which we draw our 
support, even while the board has re-
mained open to new political deve-
lopments not always easily accepted 
by that constituency. The RESIST 
board has never really reflected 
anything like the range of groups we. 
fund-in personnel, or altogether in 
politics. Rather, while as an organiza-
tion we've laid down those activist 
roles, we've continued to serve what I 
think are the significant bridging and 
educational functions we had from 
the start. 
-Paul Lauter 
I would stress the importance of 
analyzing RESIST's relationship with 
oppressed communities of color. It is 
these communities that suffer higher 
unemployment rates, disproportion-
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ate numbers of their youth applying 
for the armed forces, higher rates of 
teenage pregnancy and infant mor-
tality and now among Latinos and 
African-Americans a higher in-
cidence of AIDS. In setting up our 
future priorities, I would urge taking 
a sharper look at supporting the 
political survival of these com-
munities. In other words, we should 
strengthen our perspective on class 
and race by expanding our support 
for programs within these com-
munities. 
-Rene Valle 
RESIST started out as an activist 
organization working around issues 
of draft resistance and the Vietnam 
War. It has grown over the years to 
include a much broader agenda. My 
own vision for RESIST includes find-
ing ways to get back to our roots as 
an activist organization; pushing out 
debates and controversies within the 
left and giving them space in our 
newsletter, and particularly pushing 
the left around feminism, gay /lesbian 
liberation and issues of race. 
Years ago RESIST printed an arti-
cle about abortion and the Peace 
Movement. This year we printed an 
editorial on the gay /lesbian march on 
Washington which raised some of the 
same issues as the earlier article. My 
hope for RESIST is that it continues 
to play a role in pushing the Left to 
understand and make connections 
between the various issues we are all 
working on. 
-Nancy Wechsler 
To all the RESISTers who so gener-
ously took the time to send in their 
comments for this 20th anniversary ac-
count-thank you. For those of you 
unable to respond in time for this issue, 
it's not too late. If this article prompts 
a memory or observation, we'd like to 
hear from you. RESIST pledges, sup-
porters, grantees and future grantees-
this is your anniversary too. We invite 
you to tell us your thoughts about the 
direction and focus of RESIST as we 
enter our third decade. Now is still the 
time to resist! • 
Kate Cloud is a member of the RESIST 
Board and a community activist in 
Somerville, MA. 
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